Update from the Definitive Map Team

A report by the Head of Regulatory Services to Kent County Council's Regulation
Committee on Tuesday 3" September 2013.

Recommendation:
| recommend that Members consider this report and note its content.

The Definitive Map & Statement of Public Rights of Way - background

1.

In September 1947 the Report of the Committee on Footpaths and Access to the
Countryside, recommended that all public rights of way should be surveyed and
recorded. The recommendation was put into effect through the enactment of the
National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 and as a result all County
Councils in England and Wales were given the duty of surveying and mapping all
rights of way in their area.

The survey had to be undertaken in three stages: draft, provisional and definitive.
The first Definitive Map and Statement of Public Rights of Way (DMS) had a
relevant date of 1 December 1952. There have been three further revisions of the
DMS since that time; a Draft Revised Map was prepared in 1970 which lead to the
production of a second Definitive Map in 1987. The County Councils latest DMS
has a relevant date of 31 May 2013 and will be published and distributed in the
near future. This new DMS incorporates all amendments since 1987, of which
there were over 1600 and is on a modern base map making interpretation easier
for all. The recording of a path on the DMS is conclusive evidence that it was a
public right of way at the date the map was prepared.

The County Council has a duty to keep the DMS under continuous review and
receives applications to add/delete/upgrade or downgrade public rights of ways. In
addition the County Council also receives applications to divert/extinguish recorded
rights of way and create new routes. These applications are formally processed by
the Definitive Map Team and are generally processed in the order in which they are
received.

Progress with Definitive Map Team applications

1.

Members have requested in the past that a summary of the current position of
applications to amend the DMS be provided annually to the Regulation Committee.
A copy of the Register of Section 53 applications to amend the DMS and the
Register of applications to divert or extinguish public rights of way is therefore
attached at Appendix A. The Registers are also available on line at:-

http:/mww . kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/countryside access/definitive_map_and
_statement/statutory_registers.aspx

The Registers are updated on a regular basis to reflect progress with cases.




3. During the period April 2012 to March 2013, seventeen Public Path Orders have
been confirmed and five Definitive Map Modification Orders. Also four routes have
been created by agreement with the landowners.

4. There are currently forty five unaliocated diversions/extinguishments and fourteen
unallocated section 53 applications. The average wait between receipt of an
application and allocation to an officer is currently two and a half years for both
diversions/extinguishment and for section 53 applications. The backlogs have
regrettably increased for both areas of work due to the loss of staff and the work
involved in the production of the new DMS.

5.  Objections to Orders are formally resolved and there is a Public Hearing scheduled
for Wednesday 11" December at County Hall to determine three Public Path
Orders relating to the diversion of part of Public Footpath KH125 and KH130 at
Hollingbourne & Thurnham. A further 2 cases have been submitted to the Planning
inspectorate for resolution and a further five cases are due to be submitted to the
Planning Inspectorate over the coming months.

6. The County Council has entered into Service Level Agreements with five District
Councils (Ashford, Dartford, Swale, Tonbridge & Malling & Tunbridge Wells) to
process their Town & Country Planning Act Applications, to divert and stop up
rights of way in order to enable development to take place. Since entering into
these Agreements, sixteen applications have been received, eight from Ashford,
three from Tunbridge Wells, two from Dartford, two from Swale and one from
Tonbridge & Malling.

Recommendation

7. | RECOMMEND Members consider this report and note its content.

Background documents:
Appendix A — Registers of applications

Contact Officer:

Laura Wilkins

Definitive Map Team Leader

Public Rights of Way & Access Service
Tel: 01622 221517

Email: laura.wilkins@kent.gov.uk
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